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THE HISTORY OF
THE CENTRAL ASIAN
REPUBLIGS

Peter L. Roudik

{ 0od Press
Westport, Connecticut « London

The Basmachis fought a number of campaigns between 1922 and 1931, be-
fore they were defeated by the Soviet army. For example, in 1922, the Bas-
machis created a government crisis in Bokhara when the state’s pol hief
joined the resistance and took the entire force with him. The unity of the
ruling party was broken, and the Bokharan government faced the question
of whether to support the insurrection or remain faithful to the revolution.
In mid-January 1924, Junaid Khan attacked Khorezm, starting uprisings
throughout the country. It took seven months for the Red Army to expel the
rebel force. In July, Junaid Khan managed to escape to Persia and then to
Afghanistan. The Soviets sent as many military and secret police resources
into Khorezm as they could spare, but guerilla raids and other anti-Soviet
activities continued for the remaining months of the Khorezm republic de-
spite harsh repressions. It appears that the Basmachi movement was never
completely destroyed. These Islamic fighters against bolshevism relocated
to neighboring Afghanistan and continued their resistance from there. Their
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( Doc. 131
(N 4363/250/38)
Viscount Chilston to Viscount Ilalifax.—(Received August 21.)

Moscow, August 20, 1937.

IN my telegrams Nos. 44, 48 and 51, Saving, I had the honour to report the
downfall of the Presidents of the Soviet Republics of Tadjikstan, Armenia and
Turkmenistan as well as of numerous other bearers of high office in these republics.
In other recent telegrams and despatches, I have had to report numbers of arrests
and imprisonments of high party and Cosernment officials in almost every part
of the Union. Moreover, there is every reason to suppose that in addition to those
whose disgrace is officially published in the press there are every month hundreds

of arrests and executions of which the ceneral public never hears.
shor i of the K I leaders 1t has been decuded to restore normal

relations between Komsomol officials and put a stop to the ** friendly relations
which have existed hitherto. Officials must realise that they have no private
dife, their whole existence being bound up with politics. Furthermore, all

1 h:

ave, &c.
CHILSTON.

Doc. 131
Viscount Chilston to Viscount Halifax.(Received August 27.)
My Lord, Moscow, augusgO,

1937

In my telegrams Nos. 44, 48 and 51, Saving, | had honour to report the downféteof
presidents of the Soviet Republics of Tadjikstan, Armenia and Turkmenistan as well as
numerous other bearers of high office in these republics. In other recent telegrams an

40 British Documents On Forgien Affairs (19171939) Part Il. Wol.14 Uniwersity Publications of America. S.
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despatches, | had to report numbers of arrests an imprisonment of high partg an
Government officials in almost every part of the Union...

Shortcoming of the Komsomol leaders it has been decide to restore normal relation
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